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sometimes reckoned as distinct. It used to be found in
England, but has long since been exterminated as a resi-
dent species, though, stragglers occur from time to time, to
be of course shot down on sight.
The same fate has recently befallen some of a number
which were turned out in the hope of re-establishing the
species; in a country so infested with collectors as England,
it seems impossible to hope for a sportsman-like forbearance
to a rare game-bird. Once only has this Bustard appear-
ed in India to our knowledge ; as above related, a female
has been shot—out of a flock which were observed near
Mardan, north of Peshawar, more than thirty years ago.
One was shot by Lieutenant Rawlins of the Afghan
Delimitation Commission, and it was noticed about this
bird that its "scent" amounted to a positive stench ; but
notwithstanding this it proved to be good eating. This
peculiar smell, which is said to be very attractive to some
carnivorous animals, may be the reason of the curious
antipathy between horses and Bustards ; Pallas, in his
''Zoographia Rosso-Asiatica " written about a century
ago, states that horses will trample a sitting hen-bustard
if he gets the chance ; and male Bustards in England have
in their turn got into trouble by attacking horses.
The great European Bustard feeds on herbage of various
kinds and any small animals it can catch; it is known to
be able to go for months without drinking, but I once saw
one drink in the London Zoological Gardens. Similarly I
have twice seen the great Laughing Kingfisher (Dacelo
gigas) of Australia drink, but in these cases it struck me that
the bird hardly knew how to do it. I mention this, because
it seems to be often imagined that because an animal can
do without water it never drinks at all; the fact being, more
probably, that to many creatures water is merely a luxury in
which they will indulge if it happens to be handy when they
feel dry, although they may not normally seek or need it.

